
2009 Vote 
Ratings

n Most Liberal,  
Most Conservative
These are the members at the far ends  
of the ideological spectrum, based on  
National Journal ’s 2009 vote ratings. 
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   Trent Franks, R-Ariz. 94.0
   Doug Lamborn, R-Colo. 94.0
 1st  (tie) Randy Neugebauer, R-Texas 94.0
   Pete Olson, R-Texas 94.0
   John Shadegg, R-Ariz. 94.0
   Mac Thornberry, R-Texas 94.0
 7th  Marsha Blackburn, R-Tenn. 93.2
 8th  Mike Pence, R-Ind. 93.0
 9th  (tie)

 Steve King, R-Iowa 92.8
   Tom McClintock, R-Calif. 92.8
 11th  Todd Akin, R-Mo. 92.5
 12th  (tie) Jeff Miller, R-Fla. 92.3
   Pete Sessions, R-Texas 92.3
 14th  John Boehner, R-Ohio 92.2
 15th  John Linder, R-Ga. 91.8
 16th  George Radanovich, R-Calif. 91.7
 17th  (tie) Rob Bishop, R-Utah 91.5
   Patrick McHenry, R-N.C. 91.5
 19th  (tie) Virginia Foxx, R-N.C. 91.3
   Jim Jordan, R-Ohio 91.3
   Jason Chaffetz, R-Utah 91.2
 21st  (tie) Mike Conaway, R-Texas 91.2
   Adrian Smith, R-Neb. 91.2
 24th  Louie Gohmert, R-Texas 91.0
 25th  Lynn Westmoreland, R-Ga. 90.8

Most Conservative           Composite Conservative Score
 
   Rush Holt, D-N.J. 95.2
   Gwen Moore, D-Wis. 95.2
   John Olver, D-Mass. 95.2
 1st  (tie) Linda Sanchez, D-Calif. 95.2
   Jan Schakowsky, D-Ill. 95.2
   Louise Slaughter, D-N.Y. 95.2
   Melvin Watt, D-N.C. 95.2
   Henry Waxman, D-Calif. 95.2
 9th  Kathy Castor, D-Fla. 93.2
 10th  Jesse Jackson Jr., D-Ill. 93.0
 11th  Lois Capps, D-Calif. 92.5
 12th  (tie)

 Barney Frank, D-Mass. 91.5
   Marcia Fudge, D-Ohio 91.5
 14th  James Clyburn, D-S.C. 91.3
   Xavier Becerra, D-Calif. 91.2
 15th  (tie) Alcee Hastings, D-Fla. 91.2
   Sheila Jackson Lee, D-Texas 91.2
   Howard Berman, D-Calif. 90.5
 18th  (tie) Doris Matsui, D-Calif. 90.5
   Betty McCollum, D-Minn. 90.5
   John Sarbanes, D-Md. 90.5
   Robert Brady, D-Pa. 90.3
 22nd  (tie) Andre Carson, D-Ind. 90.3
   Luis Gutierrez, D-Ill. 90.3
    Tammy Baldwin, D-Wis. 90.2
 25th  (tie) Donna Edwards, D-Md. 90.2
   Lucille Roybal-Allard, D-Calif. 90.2
   Jose Serrano, D-N.Y. 90.2

Most Liberal                          Composite Liberal Score

senate
Most Liberal                          Composite Liberal Score

   Sherrod Brown, D-Ohio 88.0
   Roland Burris, D-Ill. 88.0
 1st (tie) Ben Cardin, D-Md. 88.0
   Jack Reed, D-R.I. 88.0
   Sheldon Whitehouse, D-R.I. 88.0
 

6th  (tie)
 John Kerry, D-Mass. 85.7

   Frank Lautenberg, D-N.J. 85.7
 8th  Barbara Mikulski, D-Md. 85.2
 9th  (tie)

 Christopher Dodd, D-Conn. 85.0
   Richard Durbin, D-Ill. 85.0
   Daniel Akaka, D-Hawaii 84.3
 11th  (tie)

 Kirsten Gillibrand, D-N.Y. 84.3
   Daniel Inouye, D-Hawaii 84.3
   Carl Levin, D-Mich. 84.3
 15th  Charles Schumer, D-N.Y. 83.8

 1st  James Inhofe, R-Okla. 95.8
 2nd  Jim DeMint, R-S.C. 95.0
 3rd  Jim Bunning, R-Ky. 93.2
 4th  Tom Coburn, R-Okla. 93.0
 5th  James Risch, R-Idaho 90.8
 6th  John Thune, R-S.D. 90.0
 7th  John Ensign, R-Nev. 89.8
 8th  Mitch McConnell, R-Ky. 89.5
 9th  Richard Burr, R-N.C. 88.8
 10th  Jeff Sessions, R-Ala. 88.7
 11th  Richard Shelby, R-Ala. 87.8
 12th  John Cornyn, R-Texas 87.7
 13th  John Barrasso, R-Wyo. 87.5
 14th  Pat Roberts, R-Kan. 87.3
 15th  Johnny Isakson, R-Ga. 86.0

Most Conservative           Composite Conservative Score
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n Party and Committee Leaders in the Senate
Here is a look at how key leadership members scored in National Journal’s 2009 vote ratings.
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                                                         composite liberal score 
                                                            (rank in senate)

 Majority Leader Harry Reid, D-Nev. 78.0 (22nd)
 Majority Whip Richard Durbin, D-Ill.  85.0 (9th)
 Democratic Conference Vice Chairman                    83.8 (15th) 
   Charles Schumer, D-N.Y.                                      

                                                         composite conservative score 
                                                          (rank in senate)

 Minority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky.    89.5 (8th)
 Minority Whip Jon Kyl, R-Ariz.                    84.8 (18th)
 Republican Conference Chairman                           66.3 (32nd) 
   Lamar Alexander, R-Tenn.                                 

 composite liberal score chairman committee
 85.7 John Kerry, D-Mass. Foreign Relations
 85.0 Christopher Dodd, D-Conn. Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs
 84.3 Daniel Akaka, D-Hawaii Veterans’ Affairs
 84.3 Daniel Inouye, D-Hawaii Appropriations
 84.3 Carl Levin, D-Mich. Armed Services
 83.8 Charles Schumer, D-N.Y. Rules and Administration
 83.5 Tom Harkin, D-Iowa Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions
 77.5 Barbara Boxer, D-Calif. Environment and Public Works; Select Ethics
 76.5 Jay Rockefeller, D-W.Va. Commerce, Science, and Transportation
 76.0 Dianne Feinstein, D-Calif. Select Intelligence
 73.8 Patrick Leahy, D-Vt. Judiciary
 71.2 Jeff Bingaman, D-N.M. Energy and Natural Resources
 70.2 Herb Kohl, D-Wis. Special Aging
 62.0 Kent Conrad, D-N.D. Budget
 61.0 Mary Landrieu, D-La. Small Business and Entrepreneurship
 60.7 Max Baucus, D-Mont. Finance
 52.0 Byron Dorgan, D-N.D. Indian Affairs
 50.3 Joe Lieberman, ID-Conn. Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs
 50.3 Blanche Lincoln, D-Ark. Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry
 72.2 averaGe 

 composite conservative score  ranking member committee
 95.8 James Inhofe, R-Okla. Environment and Public Works
 88.8 Richard Burr, R-N.C. Veterans’ Affairs
 88.7 Jeff Sessions, R-Ala. Judiciary
 87.8 Richard Shelby, R-Ala. Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs
 87.5 John Barrasso, R-Wyo. Indian Affairs
 86.0 Johnny Isakson, R-Ga. Select Ethics
 85.3 Michael Enzi, R-Wyo. Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions
 84.5 Saxby Chambliss, R-Ga. Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry
 84.3 John McCain, R-Ariz. Armed Services
 79.5 Robert Bennett, R-Utah Rules and Administration
 73.8 Charles Grassley, R-Iowa Finance
 72.5 Thad Cochran, R-Miss. Appropriations
 72.5 Kay Bailey Hutchison, R-Texas Commerce, Science, and Transportation
 67.8 Christopher (Kit) Bond, R-Mo. Select Intelligence
 66.0 Bob Corker, R-Tenn. Special Aging
 64.7 Lisa Murkowski, R-Alaska Energy and Natural Resources
 64.3 Judd Gregg, R-N.H. Budget
 60.3 Susan Collins, R-Maine Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs
 59.3 Richard Lugar, R-Ind. Foreign Relations
 58.8 Olympia Snowe, R-Maine Small Business and Entrepreneurship
 76.4 averaGe 



  

n Party and Committee Leaders in the House
Here is a look at how key leadership members scored in National Journal’s 2009 vote ratings.
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                                                         composite liberal score 
                                                            (rank in House)

 Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif.                                       *
 Majority Leader Steny Hoyer, D-Md.                  82.7 (65th)
 Majority Whip James Clyburn, D-S.C.                  91.3 (14th)
 Democratic Caucus Chairman                                 82.3 (69th) 
     John Larson, D-Conn.                                    

                                                         composite conservative score 
                                                          (rank in House)

 Minority Leader John Boehner, R-Ohio                   92.2 (14th)
 Minority Whip Eric Cantor, R-Va.                   88.3 (37th)
 Republican Conference Chairman                            93.0 (8th) 
     Mike Pence, R-Ind.                                
*Pelosi has no score because as speaker she typically does not vote.

 composite conservative score  ranking member committee
 89.0 John Kline, R-Minn. Education and Labor
 85.5 Darrell Issa, R-Calif. Oversight and Government Reform
 84.7 John Mica, R-Fla. Transportation and Infrastructure
 84.7 Jim Sensenbrenner, R-Wis. Select Energy Independence and Global Warming
 84.0 David Dreier, R-Calif. Rules
 83.7 Jo Bonner, R-Ala. Standards of Official Conduct (Ethics)
 83.7 Doc Hastings, R-Wash. Natural Resources
 83.7 Frank Lucas, R-Okla. Agriculture
 82.7 Lamar Smith, R-Texas Judiciary
 82.2 Sam Graves, R-Mo. Small Business
 81.8 Joe Barton, R-Texas Energy and Commerce
 81.3 Steve Buyer, R-Ind. Veterans’ Affairs
 80.7 Paul Ryan, R-Wis. Budget
 80.3 Ralph Hall, R-Texas Science and Technology
 80.2 Jerry Lewis, R-Calif. Appropriations
 79.8 Buck McKeon, R-Calif. Armed Services
 79.0 Dan Lungren, R-Calif. House Administration
 75.0 Spencer Bachus, R-Ala. Financial Services
 74.0 Pete Hoekstra, R-Mich. Permanent Select Intelligence
 71.2 Dave Camp, R-Mich. Ways and Means
 68.0 Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, R-Fla. Foreign Affairs
 64.8 Peter King, R-N.Y. Homeland Security
 80.0 averaGe 
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 composite liberal score chairman committee
 95.2 Louise Slaughter, D-N.Y. Rules
 95.2 Henry Waxman, D-Calif. Energy and Commerce
 91.5 Barney Frank, D-Mass. Financial Services
 90.5 Howard Berman, D-Calif. Foreign Affairs
 90.3 Robert Brady, D-Pa. House Administration
 89.8 Edolphus Towns, D-N.Y. Oversight and Government Reform
 88.0 Edward Markey, D-Mass. Select Energy Independence and Global Warming
 85.5 Nydia Velazquez, D-N.Y. Small Business
 85.0 George Miller, D-Calif. Education and Labor
 82.0 David Obey, D-Wis. Appropriations
 81.3 Bob Filner, D-Calif. Veterans’ Affairs
 80.7 Zoe Lofgren, D-Calif. Standards of Official Conduct (Ethics)
 80.5 Charles Rangel, D-N.Y. Ways and Means
 77.8 Bennie Thompson, D-Miss. Homeland Security
 75.2 John Conyers, D-Mich. Judiciary
 73.0 James Oberstar, D-Minn. Transportation and Infrastructure
 64.7 Silvestre Reyes, D-Texas Permanent Select Intelligence
 64.2 John Spratt, D-S.C. Budget
 57.8 Nick Rahall, D-W.Va. Natural Resources
 52.2 Ike Skelton, D-Mo. Armed Services
 51.8 Bart Gordon, D-Tenn. Science and Technology
 45.2 Collin Peterson, D-Minn. Agriculture
 77.2 averaGe 
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n Senate Twins
The following pairs of home-state senators have composite scores within 5 points of each other in National Journal’s 2009 vote ratings. 

Composite 
Liberal 
Score

Composite 
Conservative 

Score

Differential 
Between the 
Two Senators
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… from dIfferenT parTIeS

hawaii Daniel Inouye, D 84.3 15.7 0.0
  Daniel Akaka, D 84.3 15.7  

rhode Island Jack Reed, D 88.0 12.0 0.0
 Sheldon Whitehouse, D 88.0 12.0 

Tennessee Lamar Alexander, R 33.7 66.3 0.3
  Bob Corker, R 34.0 66.0  

arizona John McCain, R 15.7 84.3 0.5
 Jon Kyl, R 15.2 84.8 

new york Charles Schumer, D 83.8 16.2 0.5
  Kirsten Gillibrand, D 84.3 15.7  

montana Max Baucus, D 60.7 39.3 0.8
 Jon Tester, D 61.5 38.5 

alabama Richard Shelby, R 12.2 87.8 0.9
  Jeff Sessions, R 11.3 88.7  

California Dianne Feinstein, D 76.0 24.0 1.5
 Barbara Boxer, D 77.5 22.5 

Georgia Saxby Chambliss, R 15.5 84.5 1.5
  Johnny Isakson, R 14.0 86.0  

maine Olympia Snowe, R 41.2 58.8 1.5
 Susan Collins, R 39.7 60.3 

arkansas Blanche Lincoln, D 50.3 49.7 1.9
  Mark Pryor, D 52.2 47.8  

Colorado Mark Udall, D 65.8 34.2 2.0
 Michael Bennet, D 67.8 32.2 

Wyoming Michael Enzi, R 14.7 85.3 2.2
  John Barrasso, R 12.5 87.5  

maryland Barbara Mikulski, D 85.2 14.8 2.8
 Ben Cardin, D 88.0 12.0 

oklahoma James Inhofe, R 4.2 95.8 2.8
  Tom Coburn, R 7.0 93.0  

Illinois Richard Durbin, D 85.0 15.0 3.0
 Roland Burris, D 88.0 12.0 

Kentucky Mitch McConnell, R 10.5 89.5 3.7
  Jim Bunning, R 6.8 93.2  

delaware Thomas Carper, D 73.5 26.5 4.0
 Ted Kaufman, D 77.5 22.5 

new Jersey Frank Lautenberg, D 85.7 14.3 4.4
  Robert Menendez, D 81.3 18.7  

mississippi Thad Cochran, R 27.5 72.5 4.7
 Roger Wicker, R 22.8 77.2 

Idaho Mike Crapo, R 14.2 85.8 5.0
  James Risch, R 9.2 90.8 

Composite 
Liberal 
Score

Composite 
Conservative 

Score

Differential 
Between the 
Two Senators

Indiana Richard Lugar, R 40.7 59.3 0.0
  Evan Bayh, D 40.7 59.3

Lugar and Bayh



2 / 2 7/ 10  N a t i o N a l  J o u r N a l  31

liz
 ly

n
c

h
liz

 ly
n

c
h

Burr and hagan

liz
 ly

n
c

h
liz

 ly
n

c
h

murkowski and Begich

r
ic

h
a

r
d

 a
. b

lo
o

m
liz

 ly
n

c
h

Kohl and feingold

n Senate odd Couples
The following pairs of home-state senators have composite scores more than 20 points apart in National Journal’s 2009 vote ratings.

… from dIfferenT parTIeS

… from The Same parTy

Composite 
Liberal 
Score

Composite 
Conservative 

Score

Differential 
Between the 
Two Senators

Connecticut Christopher Dodd, D 85.0 15.0 34.7
  Joe Lieberman, ID† 50.3 49.7  

Wisconsin Herb Kohl, D 70.2 29.8 22.7
 Russell Feingold, D 47.5 52.5 

*No longer a member of the Senate. †Lieberman caucuses with the Democrats. 

Composite 
Liberal 
Score

Composite 
Conservative 

Score

Differential 
Between the 
Two Senators

nevada Harry Reid, D 78.0 22.0 67.8
  John Ensign, R 10.2 89.8  

South dakota Tim Johnson, D 70.2 29.8 60.2
 John Thune, R 10.0 90.0 

Iowa Charles Grassley, R 26.2 73.8 57.3
  Tom Harkin, D 83.5 16.5  

north Carolina Richard Burr, R 11.2 88.8 49.8
 Kay Hagan, D 61.0 39.0 

ohio George Voinovich, R 38.3 61.7 49.7
  Sherrod Brown, D 88.0 12.0  

Louisiana Mary Landrieu, D 61.0 39.0 45.7
 David Vitter, R 15.3 84.7 

new hampshire Judd Gregg, R 35.7 64.3 41.3
  Jeanne Shaheen, D 77.0 23.0  

alaska Lisa Murkowski, R 35.3 64.7 30.5
 Mark Begich, D 65.8 34.2 

florida Bill Nelson, D 62.2 37.8 28.4
  Mel Martinez, R* 33.8 66.2  

missouri Christopher (Kit) Bond, R 32.2 67.8 27.6
 Claire McCaskill, D 59.8 40.2 
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n State Delegations in the House
This map shows the most-liberal to most-conservative state delegations in the House, based on each delegation’s average 
composite liberal score in National Journal ’s 2009 vote ratings. 

Calif.

Alaska

Ore.

Wash.

Mont.

Idaho

Nev.

Ariz.

Utah

Wyo.

Colo.

N.M.

Texas La.

Ala.
Ga.

S.C.

Ky.

N.Y.

Vt.

Maine

Va.

Okla.

Kan.

Neb.

S.D.

N.D.
Minn.

Wis.

Ill.

Mich.

Ind.

Tenn.

Fla.

N.C.

Miss.

Ohio

Pa.
N.J.

Mass.
R.I.
Conn.

N.H.

Del.
Md.W.Va.

Iowa

Mo.

Ark.

Hawaii

MOST-LIBERAL
STATE DELEGATIONS

Massachusetts 84.5
Hawaii 79.4
Vermont 75.8
Connecticut 74.6
Rhode Island 74.2
Maryland 70.6
New York 70.1
Maine 69.5
New Mexico 63.2
Oregon 62.2
New Hampshire 61.8

CENTRIST 
STATE DELEGATIONS

New Jersey 60.7
North Dakota 60.3
Wisconsin 59.5
Washington 56.4
Illinois 56.2
California 56.1
Iowa 52.6
Colorado 51.5
Pennsylvania 51.4
Minnesota 51.4
Michigan 51.0
Nevada 50.9
West Virginia 50.1
North Carolina 47.5
Ohio 47.0
South Dakota 46.8
Arkansas 45.4
Missouri 43.8
Virginia 43.7
Mississippi 43.5
Florida 42.8
Delaware 42.2
Arizona 42.1
Indiana 41.2
Tennessee 40.9

MOST-CONSERVATIVE
STATE DELEGATIONS

Idaho 38.4
Kentucky 38.0
South Carolina 37.9
Texas 34.7
Georgia 31.8
Kansas 31.5
Alabama 31.2
Alaska 26.2
Louisiana 25.8
Nebraska 22.7
Montana 22.5
Utah 21.9
Oklahoma 21.8
Wyoming 11.5
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Mark 
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IL-10
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Tanner

TN-8

Baron
Hill
IN-9

Paul
Hodes
NH-2

Joe 
Sestak
PA-7

John
Murtha
PA-12

Brian
Baird
WA-3

Carol 
Shea-Porter

NH-1

Alan
Mollohan

WV-1

Health Care Vote

Cap-and-Trade Vote

Most Liberal Most Conservative

FRESHMEN (13) Only six of the 13 freshmen in toss-up             races voted for both the health care reform and the cap-and-trade bills.

OPEN SEATS (6) Baird and Tanner are retiring;              Sestak, Hodes, and Kirk are running for the Senate; Murtha died. 

KEY
member voted liberal position

member voted conservative positionRepublicans

Democrats

Mary Jo 
Kilroy
OH-15

Alan
Grayson

FL-8

Dina
Titus
NV-3

Mark 
Schauer

MI-7

Steve
Driehaus

OH-1

Betsy
Markey

CO-4

Frank
Kratovil

MD-1

Glenn
Nye
VA-2

Harry
Teague
NM-2

Walt
Minnick

ID-1

Joseph
Cao
LA-2

60.759.052.850.545.843.022.7 31.5 38.733.3 41.8
Member’s Composite
Conservative Score 16.7 37.2 41.0 41.3 42.0 48.5 54.0 54.7 55.3 56.7 60.3 62.5

Obama
61%

McCain
62%

McCain
51%

McCain
56%

McCain
50%

Obama
56%

Obama
56%

McCain
49%

Obama
53%

Obama
53%

McCain
57%

District’s 2008 Presidential 
Winner

Obama
54%

Obama
52%

Obama
55%

Obama
52%

Obama
55%

McCain
50%

McCain
59%

Obama
51%

McCain
50%

McCain
62%

Obama
75%

McCain
63%

39.341.047.249.554.257.077.3 68.5 61.366.7 58.2
Member’s Composite
Liberal Score 83.3 62.8 59.0 58.7 58.0 51.5 46.0 45.3 44.7 43.3 39.7 37.5

Bobby
Bright
AL-2

MORE-VETERAN MEMBERS (4)    Two of the four              more-veteran members in toss-up races voted for both bills.

Democrats who switch to the GOP usually become more conservative, and Republicans who go 
Democratic become more liberal—despite pledges of “independence.” True to history, the voting 
pattern of Sen. Arlen Specter of Pennsylvania took a dramatic turn when he switched from the 
Republican Party to the Democratic Party on April 30, 2009. Here is how Specter voted on the 
issues selected by National Journal for its analysis.  

Specter’s Switch

JANUARY 11—APRIL 29
As a Republican, Specter voted 28 times with conservatives 
and 29 times with liberals. 

APRIL 30—DECEMBER 24
As a Democrat, Specter voted four times with 
conservatives and 36 times with liberals.

Specter voted with conservatives
on Senate roll-call vote 5, in favor
of blocking the release of remaining
Troubled Asset Relief Program
funds.

Specter voted with liberals on 
Senate roll-call vote 81, against a 
measure to prohibit federal funding 
for international organizations that  
support “coercive abortions.”

Specter missed roll-call 
votes 306 and 308.

Graphic by PETER BELL, RICHARD E. COHEN, and BRIAN FRIEL

SOURCES: Cook Political Report, Clerk of the House, Secretary of the Senate

State’s Presidential
Winner in 2008

Senator’s Winning
Percentage in 2004

COMPOSITE LIBERAL SCORES IN NJ’s VOTE RATINGS

2005 2006 2007 2008

Avg. of 1st
Four Years

of Term 2009 Differential

Barbara Boxer, D-Calif. Obama 61% 58% 94.3 95.0 89.8 90.2 92.3 77.5 14.8

McCain 59% 56%Blanche Lincoln, D-Ark. 69.0 62.3 62.3 65.5 64.8 50.3 14.5

Obama 54% 53%Arlen Specter, D-Pa. 53.2 52.5 45.5 44.8 49.0 43.0 6.0

Obama 55% 61%Harry Reid, D-Nev. 78.2 78.2 89.2 77.3 80.7 78.0 2.7

Obama 54% *   *   *   *   *  * 67.8  *Michael Bennet, D-Colo.

*Bennet was appointed to his seat in January 2009.

n Toss-Up House Districts in November
Here is a closer look at the 2009 vote ratings of the 23 House members who represent the districts ranked as “toss-ups” in the 
November elections by The Cook Political Report. For the incumbents running for re-election in those districts or running for 
the Senate, their voting records may determine their fate. 

n Senate Democrats on the Election Hot Seats
These are the five most-endangered Senate Democratic incumbents in November’s election, according to The Cook Political 
Report. A few of them appear to be “running toward the middle” by voting more moderately as they approached the campaign 
year than they did during the first four years of their term. Boxer, whose seat is considered to “lean Democratic,” faces less jeop-
ardy than the other four, who are in “toss-up” races. 
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FRESHMEN (13) Only six of the 13 freshmen in toss-up             races voted for both the health care reform and the cap-and-trade bills.

OPEN SEATS (6) Baird and Tanner are retiring;              Sestak, Hodes, and Kirk are running for the Senate; Murtha died. 
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MORE-VETERAN MEMBERS (4)    Two of the four              more-veteran members in toss-up races voted for both bills.

Democrats who switch to the GOP usually become more conservative, and Republicans who go 
Democratic become more liberal—despite pledges of “independence.” True to history, the voting 
pattern of Sen. Arlen Specter of Pennsylvania took a dramatic turn when he switched from the 
Republican Party to the Democratic Party on April 30, 2009. Here is how Specter voted on the 
issues selected by National Journal for its analysis.  

Specter’s Switch

JANUARY 11—APRIL 29
As a Republican, Specter voted 28 times with conservatives 
and 29 times with liberals. 

APRIL 30—DECEMBER 24
As a Democrat, Specter voted four times with 
conservatives and 36 times with liberals.

Specter voted with conservatives
on Senate roll-call vote 5, in favor
of blocking the release of remaining
Troubled Asset Relief Program
funds.

Specter voted with liberals on 
Senate roll-call vote 81, against a 
measure to prohibit federal funding 
for international organizations that  
support “coercive abortions.”

Specter missed roll-call 
votes 306 and 308.

Graphic by PETER BELL, RICHARD E. COHEN, and BRIAN FRIEL

SOURCES: Cook Political Report, Clerk of the House, Secretary of the Senate

State’s Presidential
Winner in 2008

Senator’s Winning
Percentage in 2004

COMPOSITE LIBERAL SCORES IN NJ’s VOTE RATINGS

2005 2006 2007 2008

Avg. of 1st
Four Years

of Term 2009 Differential

Barbara Boxer, D-Calif. Obama 61% 58% 94.3 95.0 89.8 90.2 92.3 77.5 14.8

McCain 59% 56%Blanche Lincoln, D-Ark. 69.0 62.3 62.3 65.5 64.8 50.3 14.5

Obama 54% 53%Arlen Specter, D-Pa. 53.2 52.5 45.5 44.8 49.0 43.0 6.0

Obama 55% 61%Harry Reid, D-Nev. 78.2 78.2 89.2 77.3 80.7 78.0 2.7

Obama 54% *   *   *   *   *  * 67.8  *Michael Bennet, D-Colo.

*Bennet was appointed to his seat in January 2009.


